504 Information

SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a national law that
protects qualified individuals from discrimination based on their
disability.

Section 504 regulation requires a school district to provide a "free
appropriate public education” (FAPE) to each qualified person with a
disability who is in the school district's jurisdiction, regardless of the
nature or severity of the person’'s disability.

Who is protected from Discrimination?

Section 504 protects qualified individuals with disabilities. Under this
law, individuals with disabilities are defined as persons with a physical
or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life
activities. People who have a history of, or who are regarded as
having a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or
more major life activities, are also covered. Major life activities
include caring for one’'s self, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking,
breathing, working, performing manual tasks and learning. Some
examples of impairments which may substantially limit major life
activities, even with the help of medication or aids/devices, are: AIDS,
alcoholism, blindness or visual impairment, cancer deafness or
hearing impairment, diabetes, drug addition, heart disease and mental
illness.




